THE ENGLISH CONQUEST

province not yet given the privileges of a State.
Instead of townships, the three Delaware counties
were divided into "hundreds," an old Anglo-Saxon
county method of division going back beyond
the times of Alfred the Great. Delaware is the
only State in the Union that retains this name
for county divisions. The Three Lower Counties
were allowed to send representatives to the Penn-
sylvania Assembly; and the Quakers of Delaware
have always been part of the Yearly Meeting in
Philadelphia.

In 1703, after having been a part of Pennsyl-
vania for twenty years, the Three Lower Counties
were given home rule and a legislature of their own;
but they remained under the Governor of Pennsyl-
vania until the Revolution of 1776. They then be-
came an entirely separate community and one of the
thirteen original States. Delaware was the first State
to adopt the National Constitution, and Rhode Is-
land, its fellow small State, the last. Having been
first to adopt the Constitution, the people of Dela-
ware claim that on all national occasions or ceremo-
nies they are entitled to the privilege of precedence.
They have every reason to be proud of the represent-
ative men they sent to the Continental Congress,
and to the Senate in later times.